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Minutes of a meeting of the SOUTH HOLLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL held in the 
Council Chamber, Council Offices, Priory Road, Spalding, on Wednesday, 20 
September 2017 at 6.30 pm.

PRESENT

R Grocock (Chairman)
H Drury (Vice-Chairman)

B Alcock
G R Aley
D Ashby
J R Astill
J Avery
F Biggadike
M D Booth
C J T H Brewis
P E Coupland
T A Carter

A Casson
M G Chandler
R Clark
G K Dark
L J Eldridge
R Gambba-Jones
A Harrison
C J Lawton
J D McLean
A M Newton

J L Reynolds
M D Seymour
S-A Slade
E J Sneath
G J Taylor
A C Tennant
J Tyrrell
P A Williams
A R Woolf
C N Worth

Apologies for absence were received from or on behalf of Councillors P C Foyster, 
J L King, C N Johnson and G A Porter. 

In Attendance:  The Executive Director – Strategy and Governance, the Executive 
Manager – Strategy and Governance, the Environmental Services Manager, the 
Place Manager and the Lead Democratic Services Officer.

Action By
41. MINUTES 

The Council considered the minutes of the meeting held on 26 
July 2017.

DECISION:

That, subject to the Chairman and Vice-chairman of the meeting 
being amended to Councillor Grocock and Councillor Drury 
respectively, the minutes of the meeting held on 26 July 2017 be 
agreed as a correct record and be signed by the Chairman.

42. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS. 

There were no declarations of interest.

43. CHAIRMAN'S ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

he Chairman informed members that his charity this year was the 
Spalding World War 2  Memorial. The charity was raising funds to 
design and build a Second World War memorial to commemorate 
those who served their country and were killed in action.  The 
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memorial would represent an important focal point for 
Remembrance Sunday and VJ Day celebrations which are held 
each year in the Peace Garden at Ayscoughfee Hall in Spalding.  
Councillors had been invited to make a contribution to the charity 
from their designated budgets. The Chairman thanked those who 
had already donated and informed members that if they wished to 
contribute they should contact Democratic Services.

44. ANNOUNCEMENTS BY LEADER AND MEMBERS OF THE 
CABINET. 

Councillor Worth referred to this Council meeting as the first 
where Councillors had been encouraged to use electronic 
agendas and he was pleased to see so many Councillors going 
paperless.

Councillor Worth also congratulated the numerous winners in the 
Lincolnshire in Bloom awards.  A huge effort had been made by 
many people and the results had made the District a place that 
people would like to visit. 

Councillor Chandler thanked those Councillors who had moved to 
paperless agendas and informed the Council that a reduction in 
paper could already be seen.  Democratic Services were always 
available to support Councillors in the transition to paperless 
working.

45. QUESTIONS ASKED ON NOTICE UNDER STANDING ORDER 
6 

There were no questions asked on notice under Standing Order 
6.

46. QUESTIONS ASKED WITHOUT NOTICE UNDER STANDING 
ORDER 7 

Question to: Councillor Worth
Question from: Councillor Newton
Subject: Rail Franchise Consultation

Councillor Newton drew to Councillors’ attention the current 
consultation that was taking place on the rail franchise in this 
area.  There was a facility to make on-line comments by 10th 
October 2017.   Councillor Newton would be asking whoever gets 
the franchise to provide an enhanced Sunday service and a later 
service between Spalding and Lincoln and Spalding and London.  
The railway carriages also needed improvement.
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Councillor Worth thanked Councillor Newton for raising this 
important consultation.  A detailed response from the Council was 
being prepared by officers and would be circulated to Councillors 
for comment.  Councillor Worth would also be discussing the 
matter with the Spalding Transport Forum and the local MP, 
Rt.Hon. John Hayes.

Question to: Councillor Worth
Question from: Councillor Brewis
Subject: Rail Franchise Consultation

Councillor Brewis agreed with Councillor Newton’s comments and 
also made the point that now that court cases were heard in 
Lincoln rather than Spalding there was a particular problem for 
residents in South Holland being able to make it to Lincoln before 
10.00 a.m.  Councillor Brewis would be highlighting this and also 
the opportunity to electrify the line as an east coast second route.

Councillor Worth agreed with the comments raised.

Question to: Councillor Worth
Question from: Councillor Alcock
Subject: A better Identity for Spalding

Councillor Alcock referred to a question raised at a previous 
meeting of Council where the Chief Executive indicated that work 
would be undertaken with other organisations to improve 
Spalding’s identity. Was there any progress on this? The town 
looked like it was in need of some assistance with a noticeable 
number of empty shops. Two million visitors a year came to 
Springfields and they needed to be encouraged to visit Spalding. 
The public did not agree with the parking regime in the market 
place. 

Councillor Worth replied that the Chief Executive had met with the 
Chamber of Commerce.  A number of groups had been identified 
that had a stake in the town centre and each of them had  a 
different opinion on how things should work.  If a group was 
formed the Council would seek to chair that group and come to 
common agreement about what could be achieved in the town.   
Councillor Worth agreed that a radical look was needed including 
giving consideration to shops being open 7 days a week.  The 
Place Manager stated that meetings had also been held with the 
Civic Society and Traders Association.  Councillor Gambba-Jones 
added that the Spalding Town Forum had discussed this matter 
recently in particular the issue of traffic in the market place.  
Running a bus service through the market place would help to 
revitalise the town.
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Question to: Councillor Worth
Question from: Councillor Biggadike
Subject: Holbeach

Councillor Biggadike noted that Holbeach had been awarded 
runner up to Crowland in the Best Kept Town in Lincolnshire 
awards.  A comment had been received about the poor state of 
Chequers Hotel in the centre of Holbeach.  Could the Council buy 
it and turn it into a retirement home?

Councillor Worth replied that this had been examined and that it 
would not be financially viable for the Council. This did not mean 
that the site was being ignored and Lincolnshire County Council 
had been made aware.  

Crowland was congratulated on its win.

47. COMMITTEE MINUTES 

Policy Development Panel – 25 July 2017

DECISION:

That the minutes be received.

Planning Committee – 2 August 2017

DECISION:

That the minutes be received.

48. REPORT FROM THE CABINET MEETING HELD ON 19 
SEPTEMBER 2017 

The Council received the report of the Cabinet meeting held on 19 
September 2017 which sought approval to recommend to Council 
the establishment of formal arrangements to continue the Pride in 
South Holland programme for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019.  The 
report also provided an update delivering Spalding’s relief road. 

DECISION:

a) Pride in South Holland

1) That the contents of the report be noted.

PJ 
ES 
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2) That annual funds of up to £100,000 be released from the 
Council’s reserves to enable the continuation of the Pride 
in South Holland programme for 2017/2018 and 
2018/2019.

3) That the Pride in South Holland programme be reviewed 
during 2018/2019 to consider whether to further extend the 
period of activity.

b) Delivering Spalding’s Relief Road

1) That Members note and endorse the strategic direction, 
key milestones and delivery strategy for Spalding’s 
Western Relief Road (SWRR) outlined in the report;

2) That the Place Manager brings further reports to Council, 
as appropriate, in order to update Members on progress; 
and 

3) That the Place Manager, in conjunction with both the 
Portfolio Holder for Growth and Commercialisation and the 
Executive Director of Commercialisation, continues to work 
with the County Council and key partners to ensure the 
delivery strategy for the SWRR meshes with the Council’s 
key growth and infrastructure ambitions. 

49. KEY DECISION PLAN 

Consideration was given to the Key Decision Plan.

DECISION:

That the Key Decision Plan be received.

50. NOMINATIONS FOR COMMITTEES AND OTHER SEATS AND 
PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

Notice of a Conservative group change to the membership of 
Governance and Audit Committee was received.  Councillor 
Harrison would be replaced on the Committee by Councillor 
Ashby.

LE 
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51. ANY OTHER ITEMS WHICH THE CHAIRMAN DECIDES ARE 
URGENT 

There were no urgent items.

(The meeting ended at 7.20 pm)

(End of minutes)


